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Dance for all in jam-packed 2011 Arts Alive programme

Dance fans will be thrilled to know that this year’s Joburg Arts Alive International Festival features a dazzling array of events that more than lives up to the festival’s promise to deliver something for every taste.

With close to 20 different dance items on the programme and two key destinations in the Joburg Theatre (Braamfontein) and The Dance Factory (Newtown), taking up the City of Joburg’s challenge to see at least one live event during September has never been easier for dance lovers!

A highlight of Arts Alive’s exciting dance programming is the New Dance 2011 Programme which takes place from September 6th to Sunday 18th at The Dance Factory and Goethe On Main. Presented by Georgina Thomson’s Dance Forum, this is a diverse and exciting programme of new dance works (in partnership with the Goethe-Institut Johannesburg and Pro-Helvetia).

Among the items under this umbrella are Triple Bill (“To be continued” by Bailey Snyman “Une rapture” by Fana Tshabalala “Unknown Equation” by Ivan Teme) on September 6th and 7th. More...more...more...future by Fauston Linyekula of the DRC on September 9th and 10th, Body of Knowledge by Didier Boutiana Cavana (French Reunion Island) and Dusi Dance Company (SA) on September 11th, and Mixed Bill (September 15th and 16th) which showcases,  “Untitled”, by Nicholas Aphane (comprising three short works by Tribhangi Dance theatre) and “Express” by Songezo Mcilizeli.

Another essential dance event is Balletomania! which runs from September 9th to September 11th at The Mandela (Joburg Theatre).  This superb production features much-loved highlights from The South African Ballet Theatre’s first 10 years – from classics to contemporary and new South African works.

Shakespeare Dreaming at the Zoo on September 10th and 11th at the Bandstand at the Johannesburg Zoo features the talented Mari–Louise Basson and Craig Arnold, as well as the Johannesburg Youth Ballet. They perform excerpts from Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo and Juliet, choreographed by Mark Hawkins. 

The Fringe at Joburg Theatre is the venue for Season of Simplicity (September 2nd – 4th) – a production by the Agulhas Theatre Work, that was founded by FNB VITA award-winning dancer, choreographer and teacher Gladys Agulhas and utilises the talents of dancers of different abilities. Also at The Fringe on September 4th is 

Hip Hop Explodes (a partnership with IFAS) that sees Abdou N’Gom from Cie Stylistic presenting “Entre-Deux” and Junior from Wanted Posse presenting “Buanattitude”. 

The Mandela is the venue for a rare chance to see deeply traditional dance and music from the western regions of China. The Gansu Ethnic Song & Dance Troupe performs from September 15th to 17th, with a cast drawn from Tibet, Hui, Mongol, Dongxiang, Yugu and Manchu. It’s presented in partnership with the Ministry of Culture - People’s Republic of China.

There are many more dance programmes at Arts Alive 2011 but one of the most potent is likely to be the IBSA Dance Collaboration at The Mandela on September 20th and 21st. The collaborative choreographic performance piece showcases the cultural connect between India, Brazil and South Africa featuring Anoushka Kurien (India), Micheline Torres (Brazil) and Thami Hector Manekehla (SA). 

It is among the many legacy projects that make real the City of Joburg’s commitment to the creation of artistic pieces through the Joburg Arts Alive International Festival.

For a full line-up of dance events at the Joburg Arts Alive International Festival go to www.artsalive.co.za
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Joburg-Arts-Alive-International-Festival/132883022648?ref=ts 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/Arts_Alive
You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/JhbArtsAlive
Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/arts_alive/
Media accreditation: info@jtcomms.co.za
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